
Facilities Engineer Detachment (FED) 
06/08-II welcomes you to our inaugural 
issue of Desert Reflections.  Our vision for 
this newsletter is to share with our fami-
lies and friends what is happening during 
our deployment, and more importantly, 
how it is affecting us and how we are 
growing and changing. 

 

We have accomplished many tasks during 
the last three months. We prepared for 
mobilization with the help of family, 
friends, and our coworkers on the FED 
team. We mobilized through our Reserve 
Centers in various cities around the 
States. We processed through the Naval 
Mobilization Processing Sites in Norfolk, 
Virginia or Gulfport, Mississippi. We 
trained with the Army at Camp McCrady, 
Fort Jackson, South Carolina (thank good-
ness we are in the NAVY!). 

 

We traveled halfway around the globe to 
arrive in hot and sunny Kuwait.  Once 
here, we divided into two teams and 

leaped into the fray: finding our way around, 
learning Army terminology and processes (or 
lack of them), trying to get our arms around 
the workload, becoming friends as well as 
teammates, and getting the job done, no mat-
ter what it is or how difficult it seems. 

 

We miss all of you very much and are count-
ing down to our return as soon as we can get 
there. 

F E D  K U  0 6 / 0 8 - I I  M O V E S  I N  

T H E  A S G  E N G I N E E R / F E D  K U  O I C  

CDR Bret Gean is dual hatted as the FED KU 
OIC and the ASG Engineer. In this role he 
oversees all military construction projects is 
the state of Kuwait. He lives in the Los Ange-
les, CA area with his wife Karen and his 3 
kids (Jessica, Jonathon, Rachel). CDR Gean 
works for NAVFAC out of Port Hueneme CA 
as an architect and roofing technical expert 
for the west coast and Pacific Rim Navy fa-
cilities. This is his first deployment of his 20 
year career, so all of this is a big adventure. 
My thoughts about the country? I never 
really understood ‘the middle of nowhere’ 
like I do now. The lives these people live are 
so very different than mine in Los Angeles. 

Hard to imagine what life would be like to 
switch places. 
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FED team in front of 3rd Army ASG Kuwait HQ. 

The FED-KU Newsletter is a 

monthly deployed newsletter 

generated by the FED-KU 

Engineers. This Public Affairs 

function is dedicated to keep-

ing our families, friends, and 

Naval Facilities command 

personnel informed of our 

activities. The contents of this 

newsletter are unofficial, are 

not to be considered the 

views of the U.S. Navy, the 

U.S. Government, including 

the Department of Defense or 

any other military services. 



Okay! Show of hands here…. and be honest. Which 
one of you had ALL of your “stuff” for the mobiliza-
tion packed saaaayyyy two days prior to boarding 
that plane for Norfolk?  

 

It was quite a daunting task. Totally unlike any oth-
ers one has while serving in the naval reserve. 
With only a few years of reserve service one is 
used to the numerous weekend IDTT 
training evolutions away from home 
in a calendar or fiscal year. And, 
there is the yearly 2-week to 17-day 
orders that are utilized to perform 
our “annual training” taskings.  But 
come on now…. How often have we 
come up against Navy orders that tell 
us we shall be deployed for well over 
a half-year???  

 

I am used to forgetting at least one 
item that I would normally take on 
just weekend jaunts to the coast. So 
multiply that by item being over-
looked by eight, if only one oversight for each 
month….heck,  I found myself still placing item af-
ter item in my seabag up to an hour prior to my 
flight! I looked for the Augmentation for Dummies 
workbook in BARNES & NOBLE but I guess the last 
text was gone… I guess the rest of you gained 
benefit from its purchase eh?  

 

 As it was I am still awaiting my new I-POD with new 
downloaded music…. That was my glitch... couldn’t 
decide between trying to sneak a puppy overseas 
for my sanity or the thought of carefully chosen 

tunes to soothe the savage beast in me as days 
would soon drift into weeks, then months away 
from home. 

 

Maybe it was a blessing in disguise… that I was a 
bit preoccupied with “things possibly forgotten” 
and not that of which was facing me if I’d have not 
been distracted with such questions as “should I 

purchase one tube of Crest or this mini 
crate of 86 tubes” as the box is still un-
opened on the floor and will be easy to 
pack I thought to myself.  

 

Was it a “blessing in disguise?” …that of 
being distracted by these simplistic tasks 
I wanted to be sure I completed instead 
of being distracted by my loved ones that 
commanded my time and attention at 
this point. No, it was not a blessing. I did 
complete my packing. I did spend time 
with all loved ones and we all exchanged 
cherished and never to be forgotten 
goodbye sentiments and well-wishes. 

 

Yeah, ended up forgetting the Crest after all, knew 
I would forget something. But in my heart…as I am 
sure is in the hearts of all of us here is that within 
our own daily regimen over here, there are parts of 
our daily routine that remind us of you loved ones 
back home. We grasp onto those moments several 
times each day when we come across your picture, 
when we hear that certain song, or see the sun or 
moon and remember promises made… promises 
to be kept. Now if I can just remember what that 
tube of Crest was supposed to remind me of?  

North Carolina sunset on the way to Camp McCrady from NAS Norfolk. 

P R E P A R I N G  F O R  T H E  T R I P … . M Y  B A D !  

“...there are 

parts of our daily 

routine that 

remind us of you 

loved ones back 

home.” 
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Let’s get rid of the acronyms right off the bat here. After 
all, this is meant for family and friends too so….on the 
6th of August most of us were heading for our local air-
ports to our plane connections to Norfolk, VA. Destina-
tion – Navy Mobilization Processing Site, Norfolk. This 
day would be the last day for us to see our loved ones 
for quite some time. I never checked, but I would guess 
that the period of time we would be away on this activa-
tion could surpass the cumulative total of past annual 
training evolutions for some of us.  

 

Norfolk was the pooling place for deployment detach-
ments of all types going to myriad sites throughout this 
theater of operations. Medical, Dental, 
Security Forces, Post Office, and yes our 
Seabee Engineering Detachment was one 
of those. Hundreds all convening on the 
same place at the same point in time. 
Other similar mobilized Individual Aug-
mentee groups amounting to hundreds of 
other Navy reservists from similar detach-
ments had preceded us, and we were in-
formed others would follow.  

 

The purpose of our Norfolk time would be to ensure that 
we were “fit” to be mobilized. Not just in medical and 
dental…. Add to that making sure our personal lives 
were fully taken care of prior to our departure. Legal 
assistance was there to assist with wills and powers of 
attorney, military pay and entitlements, vision assists 
for those who needed prescription work and sun-
glasses, Fleet and Family Services to inform us of how 
the Navy will assist us and our families during and after 
our time of being activated, Tricare Medical and Tricare 
dental for ourselves and those of us that desired to 
place our immediate families on the programs while 
deployed.  

 

It was a busy time in Norfolk. There was a lot to be ac-
complished. As it turned out we were accommodated in 
“spurts”….. there was more sitting around and waiting 
than there was “getting things done” during this week. 
This time tended to confirm the old adage “Hurry Up 
And Wait” as it relates to Navy training evolutions. I 

think that LCDR Vaninger and LT Petracek during 
this time completed more SUDOKU puzzles in any 
one hour’s time than shots were given in that 
same hour! At some points in time I would swear 
it would’ve been more exciting watching paint dry! 
But then… when the schedules were announced 
for certain individuals to get to this or that loca-
tion to continue with either medical or dental ex-
aminations, then the efficiencies of the process 
were in evidence.  

 

Hydrate, hydrate, hydrate! That message began 
early-on here in Norfolk and continued on to 

Camp McCrady and then on with us to 
Kuwait and our desert environs. The in-
tent was to inform us that we need to 
prepare to replenish our body fluids with 
a sufficient amount of water. We were 
reminded of that early-on, here in Nor-
folk, that we should be drinking an ap-
propriate amount of water each hour. A 
replenishment with water to keep up with 
our body’s activities when dressed in 
various stages of “battle dress” and ac-
complishing any variety of missions in a 

peacetime or hostile environment in the deserts 
of Kuwait.  

 

Oftentimes our Unit’s personnel were separated 
going to different locations to continue with any 
number of medical examinations. The Memorial 
Gym tended to be our primary “mustering” point 
each and every morning of this week. From there, 
as our names were announced to accompany this 
or that group of other military augmentees we 
were simply driven to those locations for the re-
quired physical examinations and clearances. 

 

During long lapses in the process, trips to the 
Navy Exchange occurred to complete the list of 
recommended items to take on our journey to Ku-
wait. Navy running sweats, running shorts, tee 
shirts, toiletries, reading material, snacks, and 
any number of other items previously overlooked.  

N M P S — A  W E E K  I N  N O R F O L K  
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“Hydrate, 

hydrate, 

hydrate!” 



Next!”  “LCDR Kern…. You’re up!” The Navy calls the immuni-
zations portion of the mobilization a “SHOT EX,” a shot 
“exercise.” And it probably is all of that…for the corpsmen! I 
am certain that given the hundreds of shots they administered 
during that evolution, it was their arms that were tired and 
which hurt more than ours! 

Off to Camp McCrady.  From left to right CAPT(s) Gean, CDR 
Matis, LCDR Watson, LCDR Davidson, CDR Tryon, LT Piskin, 
LCDR Vaninger, LT Petracek, LCDR Kern, and kneeling is LCDR
(s) Osmond.  This is the officer corps that would make up the 
FED KU team.  EA2 Tuten was stuck with taking the picture 
and Master Chief Foster was off doing master chief things.  
That is why they are not in the shot.  Two additional reservists 
would join us in Kuwait, EA1 Patterson and EA2 Fine.  EA2 
Fine had started with this group but had to have some wisdom 
teeth pulled and ended up going to McCrady two weeks later. 

N M P S — A  W E E K  I N  N O R F O L K — C O N T .  

Who knows the answer for No. 12 down.  
Reading front to back left to right, LCDR 
Kern, LCDR Watson, LT Petracek, CDR Tryon, 
CAPT(s) Gean, LCDR Vaninger, and LT Piskin 
are completing half the required exercise 
during their first week of mobilization….WAIT!  
Many hours were spent at the tables reading 
and completing crossword puzzles and su-
doku. 

What should we have you do next?  CAPT(s) Gean, CDR Matis, 

and CDR Tryon at the front of the table as we wait, as usual, for 

the next training cycle. 
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Once onboard, soldiers complete their medical 
screening process and complete a basic skills 
refresher training before continuing in the mobili-
zation and deployment process. This training in-
cludes coursework which resulted in our being 
awarded Combat Task Training qualification for 
our military records. 

 

Our bus trip from Norfolk to Camp McCrady took 
approximately eight and a half hours with us arriv-
ing around 11pm that same night. Checking into 
any military base that late is never a “looked for-
ward to” event. We’re tired and we have to hump 
all of our heavy sea bags and other gear around 
the base getting settled into a barracks before 
being allowed to settle down for hopefully a few 
hours of sleep. 

Fort Jackson, the old and venerable Army establish-
ment. The beginning chapter for this base began on 
11 June 1917. It comprises more than 52,000 acres 
and 53 ranges and field training sites one of which is 
Camp McCrady where we were scheduled to train. 
Camp McCrady is located on the southeastern edge 
of Fort Jackson. It is also known as the South Carolina 
Army National Guard Training Site. Fort Jackson is 
now the largest and most active initial training center 
in the United States Army. It also supports other train-
ing missions a few of which are the Department of 
Defense Polygraph Institute and that of the United 
States Army Chaplain Center and School. 

 

Camp McCrady as part of Fort Jackson is known for 
providing the first step in the mobilization and deploy-
ment process. It is intended to train Sailors as Army 
Combat Support/Combat Service Support personnel. 

N M P S — A  W E E K  I N  N O R F O L K — C O N T .  

C A M P  M C C R A D Y  H E R E  W E  C O M E  

Once the daily tortures of shots, prodding's, questions 
given and answers taken were accomplished and we 
had completed that day’s processing evolutions… we 
drove back as a unit to our berthing site which was 
Drexler Manor on Naval Amphibious Base, Little 
Creek. Once back on base we took the next step in 
preparing for the onslaught of needed physical readi-
ness for the upcoming Camp McCrady training by par-
ticipating in late afternoon running and gym-related 
exercising.  

 

Then to cap off each of our days there in Norfolk we 
would often pool together in a unified group of offi-
cers and travel to a local dining establishment for our 
supper. Now what were our enlisted members doing, 
EA2 David Tuten and EA2 Benjamin Fine? They had 
their times for exercising in the late afternoons… one 
night they dined at a fine steak house and the re-
maining nights they opted to stay on base to eat there 
and have movie nights in their berthing area’s lounge.  

 

The end result was that on Friday of that week, all 
processing of our FET Detachment’s individuals would 

be complete and we would be intact as a unit to 
continue on in our pre-mobilization training at 
Camp McCrady Training Site at Fort Jackson, 
South Carolina. As it was, we were to temporarily 
lose EA2 Benjamin Fine for a few weeks on ac-
count of the dental department opting to extract 
his wisdom teeth for “precautionary measures.” 
Just in case they might cause him dental con-
cerns over here in the desert. EA2 remained at 
Norfolk for a recuperation period of two weeks 
and then continued on to Fort Jackson to train 
with the next group which arrived after ours 
graduated.  EA1 James Patterson mobilized 
through the NMPS in Gulfport, MS and then joined 
EA2 Fine at Camp McCrady.  

 

By Saturday afternoon our group was assembled 
at our bus and ready to take the road journey to 
our second stop in this mobilization processing 
sequence… that of our military training at Camp 
McCrady Training Site which stands at the outer 
fringes of the overall Fort Jackson site, near Co-
lumbia, South Carolina.  



Once our first morning came about we had a sunlit 
view of our new digs. Camp McCrady is not all that 
spacious. The area we were housed in had only a 
few buildings that pertained to our immediate train-
ing. Beginning days revolved around the training 
staff obtaining a quick assessment of what remain-
ing medical screenings and immunizations had to 
be provided to all of us Individual Augmentees. We 
were bused to several areas to obtain each of our 
full complement of uniforms, “battle rattle” which 
was our combat protective gear, and weapons. 

 

Training days were long and 
began very early in the 
morning. Some days we be-
gan with Physical Training in 
the form of a jog on the 
camp’s running track. How-
ever on most days of the two 
week time frame that we 
trained at the Camp, the in-
volvement with classroom or 
in-field training regimens 
meant that we dispensed 
with the PT portion and 
jumped right into the sched-
uled weapons training or 
whatever other training was 
in store for us that day. 

 

Our instructors were well 
versed in their areas of ex-
pertise and the flow of the training from one evolu-
tion to another usually went pretty smooth. One ma-
jor emphasis was that of making certain we all felt 
comfortable with handling and firing a weapon. We 
spent a lot of time on the firing ranges familiarizing 
ourselves with our assigned weapons.  And a major 
part of that familiarization was that of seeing if we 
could “qualify” on the weapons. That means obtain-
ing a good enough score from shooting a given 
number of “rounds” (bullets) from various firing po-
sitions – standing, prone and kneeling. 

 

Often we were bused to outlying base areas for the 
weapons, convoy, land navigation, movement tech-

niques during urban operations, amongst others. 
Depending on the heat of the day… we had to wear 
our “full battle rattle” which adds approximately 
another 65-pounds of weight to our body in the 
form of a ballistic ceramic plate reinforced vest, 
Kevlar helmet, knee pads, elbow pads, and the 
ever-present camelback to maintain what? You got 
it…. the need to hydrate, hydrate, hydrate! 

Our training time at Camp McCrady fortunately oc-
curred when a cooler front was passing through. 
The expected high temperatures during our stay 
were usually not present we were told. We were 

informed that we were 
“getting it easy” in terms of 
the usual heat that usually 
occurs in this area in mid-
August. “Aww!” we said 
“bring it on!” We were 
tough enough to take that 
hotter heat and humidity if 
we had to! Ya think? Did 
any of us really want to 
know if we could? 

 

Classroom training was 
provided for first aid 
coursework, communica-
tions, code of conduct, and 
various other lectures re-
lated to our mobilization 
into the Iraq/Afghanistan/
Kuwait conflict area. Usu-
ally this classroom training 

occurred in the afternoon hours after we had re-
turned from the in-field and firing range training on 
weapons. And always…. Always we came back to 
the classrooms with our uniforms drenched in 
sweat from being in full “battle rattle” out there in 
the sun for the morning and early afternoon hours. 

 

At the end of each day’s training we were allowed 
our own personal time until the next morning. We 
stayed on base, ate our supper (and all other 
meals) in the chow hall together, were able to shop 
in the base shoppette for desired snacks, miscella-
neous clothing and sundries until it closed, and we 

C A M P  M C C R A D Y  H E R E  W E  C O M E — C O N T  
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The FED team getting ready to board the plane for Ku-
wait.  From left to right, Front row;  LCDR(s) Osmond, 
EA2 Tuten, LT Pisken, LCDR Davidson, Back row; LT 
Petracek, CDR Matis, LCDR Watson, CAPT(s) Gean, 

LCDR Kern, CDR Tryon, LCDR Vaninger, CUCM Foster. 
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Searching for IEDs 

Crew served weapons live fire 

Urban Assault 

M16 Firing Range qualification Convoy Training 

Drill Sergeant Sutton  

Our fearless leader dur-

ing our 2 week training 

cycle. 

During our 2 weeks at Camp McCrady we 
became one with our weapon; or at least 
it felt that way.  Although we didn’t sleep 
with them, they went everywhere else 
with us, church, classrooms, and buses.  
All of the training focused on keeping us 
aware and alive if we should ever be ex-
posed to a hostile situation.   

Was the training useful?  HOOAH! 

Reflexive live fire 

C A M P  M C C R A D Y  
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Camp McCrady’s training was one where the 
training objectives came first. Within the current 
wartime posture, the training schedule that we 
received required an “all ranks” training environ-
ment where commissioned officers, non-
commissioned officers, and enlisted sailors 
trained side-by-side. Given the abbreviated time 
frame that we trained at Camp McCrady, we feel 
that we obtained a basic level of training and 
knowledge for all of us to integrate into the Army 
bases and units to which we would be assigned. 

had access to the small base bar/TV area called the 
Impact Zone…. If we had the energies after all we did 
that day to relax in that way. 

 

The middle weekend of our two week training we 
were given “off post liberty” from Friday afternoon 
until Monday morning’s re-convening of training. Sev-
eral of our group drove to Charleston for both a paid 
walking tour and one of our own around the down-
town area. Others of us were from fairly close outlying 
areas and traveled home for the weekend. A few indi-
viduals had family come into the Columbia area to 
spend these last precious days with them prior to the 
start of our second week of training. 

C A M P  M C C R A D Y  H E R E  W E  C O M E — C O N T  

CUCM (SCW) Calvin Odeal Foster  

    A native of Siler City, North Carolina, Master Chief Foster was born in March 
of 1956.  He enlisted in the United States Navy’s, Delayed Enlistment Pro-
gram, in July of 1979.  He reported to “Boot Camp” in Orlando, Florida in De-
cember of 1979.  He graduated at the top of his Engineering Aide “A” School 
Class, at Construction Battalion Center, Port Hueneme, California, in April of 
1980. 

    While on Active Duty, Master Chief Foster served in Recruiter Assistance 
Program, Public Works, CBU 403, and NMCB 133.  In 1985, he joined the Na-
val Reserve and attached to NCFSU 1, with follow on assignment to NCFSU 3.  
He served in a variety of billets to include Detachment OIC, AOIC, Training 
Chief, and Operations Chief.  Master Chief selected as the Operations Chief of 
the Third Naval Construction Regiment in October of 1999 and promoted to 

Master Chief in 2001.  Master Chief Foster returned to NCFSU 3 as the Command Master Chief in October of 2002.  He as-
sumed the duties of the Master Chief of Reserve Affairs for the Naval Facilities Engineering Command in Washington, District 
of Columbia until September of 2005.  He was serving as the Master Chief of Reserve Affairs for the First Naval Construction 
Division at the Naval Amphibious Base in Little Creek, Virginia, before mobilizing for active duty. 
    Master Chief Foster qualified as a Seabee Combat Warfare Specialist.  His awards include the Navy and Marine Corps Com-
mendation Medal, Navy Achievement Medal (three awards), and various service and unit awards. 
    Master Chief Foster has an Associate of Science Degree in Civil Engineering Technology, and is a Certified Manager for the 
Engineering and Inspections Department in the City of Greensboro, North Carolina.  He is the former president of the Triad 
Chapter of the National Forum for Black Public Administrators, secretary of the Elders Council at Calvary Christian Center, and 
of the board of directors of Guilford Child Development.  

F E T  N O R T H  

F E D  K U  M A S T E R  C H I E F  



Hi, my name is LT Deniz Piskin. I’m a Facility Engineer assigned to the North 
Facilities Engineering Team (FET) at Camp Buehring, Kuwait. When I’m in the 
United States, I reside in Springfield, Illinois where I’m employed as a Project 
Manager for a construction company. This is my 2nd reserve deployment and 
I’ve just started working on my 21st year in the Navy (6 active, 14+ reserve) of 
which I am very proud of.  More importantly, I am also very proud of my family, 
particularly my wife, Julie.  Our boys, Connor and Brennan, are doing a GREAT 
job of helping their Mommy, who is expecting our third child; a baby girl. We’re 
still working on a name though. Any thoughts? My thoughts on the region thus 
far…………..after repeatedly driving through the desert, I’m never, ever going to 

complain about the roads in Illinois! 

CDR Joseph Matis is the Facilities Engineering Team (FET) North Director.  He 
lives in Monroeville, PA, an eastern suburb of Pittsburgh, with his faithful 
Golden Retriever.  As a civilian he works for the Air Force as an Environmental 
Engineer at the 911 Airlift Wing Pittsburgh Air Reserve Station.   He enjoys 
watching and playing many different sports (Go Steelers!,) spending time with 
family and friends, and working around his newly purchased home (upon his 
return.) 
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T H E  N O R T H  D I R E C T O R  

 LCDR Eric Watson is the Camp Buehring Engineer and the Assistant Infor-
mation Management Officer for the FED-KU North team. He lives in Tigard, 
OR, which is a small suburb south of Portland, with his wife Donna and four 
children Elizabeth (although he still calls her by her first name, which is 
Tate), Emma, Olivia and Jonathan. As a civilian he works for a small con-
sulting firm, Miller Consulting Engineers, which specializes in structural 
engineering and where he has been for over 12 years. This is his first de-
ployment while having spent 19 years in the Navy (2 years active duty and 
17 years reserves) with his first nine years spent as an enlisted member. 
Although this is not his first trip to Kuwait; after the first gulf war he spent 
three weeks near Camp Doha during a pre-positioning offload providing 
surveillance as a Second Class Boatswains Mate. He enjoys biking 
(although he has not ridden since he was involved in an accident with a car 
in late June), backpacking and beach combing with his family. My thoughts 
on being here? Go where the Lord sends me and do my best, letting God 
take care of the rest.  

P R O J E C T  M A N A G E R  

“after repeatedly driving through the desert, I’m never, ever going 
to complain about the roads in Illinois!” 

P R O J E C T  M A N A G E R  



LCDR Bruce C. Davidson is one of two Camp 
Buehring Facility Engineers performing engineering 
duties for the FET-North team. Bruce hopes that the 
sun shines a wee bit brighter and hotter in the North 
as his new haircut for these environs is meant to tan 
and not grow (you don’t have to guess, he is now 
bald as a billiard cue, the  white ‘cue’ ball at the pre-
sent). Well? What does grow in the desert sun? Pre-
sent “Home Sweet Home” is the Midwestern state of 
Nebraska by way of Vermont. Don’t ask him how he 
landed in Nebraska as he can’t remember. Bruce 
knows it didn’t involve a lady, so it must’ve been a 
car. So, Lincoln, Nebraska is now his home and the present home of his now 
relocated mother, Pauline, and his three daughters, Christine, Stephanie and 

Courtney from his one and only marriage. Bruce is now back to being single, but dating again – a very fine lady by the name of 
Bonnie.  Who says life doesn’t go full circle? His previous hobbies (previous to this evolution that is) were riding his ’03 fully 
custom Harley through the plains states with other naval reserve buddies, Nebraska Womens’ Volleyball (seasons ticket-
holder, no, not a team member as he thinks he’s too old and doesn’t have the legs for it), and he loves golf – if they continue 
with the midnight league and he can get by that windmill on hole 14. Navy-wise he has four years of active duty on an aircraft 
carrier that has since been decommissioned and parted out…. possibly as parts to the new mini Coopers?  Also, Bruce just 
surpassed 20 years as a reservist. Okay no math there…. your Kia calculator won’t calculate that high. Oh, one other thing…. If 
there is one significant, lasting contribution he has made for the Seabees is that he was the artist and key individual for a Ne-
braska-based Seabee Memorial in Lincoln’s Veterans Memorial Gardens in Antelope Park. A project he ramrodded from incep-
tion to completion of this $15,000 plus all-Seabee constructed and donation-financed project.  

Q A / Q C / C A D D / S U R V E Y  

P R O J E C T  M A N A G E R  

“Don’t ask him 

how he landed 

in Nebraska as 

he can’t 

remember.” 
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EA2 David Tuten is the QA/QC/CADD operator and surveyor for the FET-KU North 
Team. He lives in North Carolina where he is employed as a Professional Surveyor 
for an engineering/surveying company. While attending Wake Technical Commu-
nity College during 1998 through 2000 he earned a degree in Survey Technology.  
He has been in the Navy Seabees for 5+ years with this being his first deploy-
ment. He is supported back in the states by his wife Julie and daughter Jorja.  

UT1 Leano Perez    I am deployed with NMCB 21, augmented to FET North since 5 
May 2006.This is my 6th year in the Navy. I am from New Joisey, employed by URS 
Corporation working at 177th Fighter Wing/ FAA Atlantic City NJ as a CQC/QA Engi-
neer for ground water remediation pro-
ject. I thought  New Jersey  Turn-
pike was bad but Kuwait Highway 
is the worst.  

M A T E R I A L  E X P E D I T E R  

“I thought New Jersey Turnpike 

was bad but Kuwait Highway is 

the worst.” 
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CDR Thom Tryon is the Facilities Engineering Team (FET) South Director.  He 
lives in Orange Park, FL, which is a little south of Jacksonville, with his wife Dawn 
and children Rachel, Matthew and Griffin.  As a civilian he works for the Navy at 
the Public Works Department at NAS Jacksonville.  This is his first deployment 
while having spent 18 years in the Navy (10 yrs. active duty and 8 yrs. re-
serves).  He enjoys many sports (mostly just watching them now), fishing, boating 
and golf.  His thoughts on the area "There's all this sand, so where's the 
beach?    

F E T  S O U T H  

“There’s all this sand, so where’s the beach?” 

T H E  S O U T H  D I R E C T O R  

Q A / C A D D / S U R V E Y  

EACN Jennifer Marie Simmons is from Bakersfield, California. Loma Linda, CA is 
her birthplace. Between the ages of two and ten, her Mom’s desire to “move” 
took Jennifer to beautiful Vancouver, Washington which is still regarded as her 
favorite place she has lived. Her Mom and three younger brothers have since 
moved to Atlanta, GA. Well, they have made the move…. Jennifer needs to catch 
us as she has never been to Georgia or their “new home” as yet. You see, all of 
her family is from that area and now Mom and her siblings are back “in the fold” 
as they say. 
 Jennifer has been in the active-duty Navy for a year and a half now. She 
is attached to NMCB-5 as an Engineering Assistant and cross-assigned over to 
our FET-North team also in that EA capacity. Jennifer desires to cross-rate over to 
the Navy Dental side of the house and attend school to become a Dental Hygien-
ist. Once she attains that goal she will evaluate if she desires to stay active duty 
Navy or shift those acquired dental hygienist talents to a civilian career. 
 Jennifer misses her brothers most since being deployed here since 19 August. She says “it was hot here at first…. I 
need to get used to it (the heat) all over again… it’s kinda like being in Bakersfield.” Jennifer will be leaning to her love of all 
types of music and all types of movies in her down time from work during her deployment. 

LCDR Sharon Vaninger is a Project Manager and the Information Man-
agement Officer for the FED-KU South team.  She is from Colorado, 
where she and her husband Bob reside in Littleton.  They have three 
children:  Rob, Brian, and Jill.  She enjoys the time that she spends 
with her family including two grandchildren, Ian and Chloe.  She works 
as an Avionics Engineer for Adam Aircraft in Centennial, CO, designing 
the pilot interface for the Adam A700 jet.  With this being her second 
deployment to the sand, she is looking forward to retiring as soon as 
possible when this is all over. 

P R O J E C T  M A N A G E R  



LCDR(s) Jeffrey J Osmond was born January 25, 1965 as a red-haired, blue-eyed, 
freckle-faced playful kid raised in Garrett Park, Maryland – a small town near the 
big metropolis of Washington, DC.  He played soccer, ran track, tooted a trumpet, 
strummed guitars, composed jazzy songs, drew pictures, appreciated fine arts, 
read philosophy and holy texts, and wrote poetry. 

Strived to be an officer, a gentleman, and a scholar.  Introspective and extro-
verted, always enjoyed team sports - especially being the goalie; and performing 
in school music bands. 
Studied construction, architecture, sociology, and community planning.  Holds 
A.A., B.S., B.A., M.Arch, & M.C.P degrees. 
Patriotically enlisted in the Navy Reserves in 1986.  Navy because his maternal 
Grandfather was a Sailor during WWII, and his father a Marine.  Attended Recruit 

Training Command in San Diego, and Utilitiesman A-School in Port Hueneme, CA., reported to NMCB 23, as a UTCN, a Sea-
bee.  Was deployed to Adak, AK during Operation Desert Shield/Storm.  Received a commission as Ensign in the Civil Engineer 
Corps in 1996.  Served with NMCB 23, 1NCD, and NAVFAC Contingency OICC.  Deployed to Camp Arifjan, Kuwait during Opera-
tion Enduring Freedom/ Iraqi Freedom. 
  Believes in God, mystical love, and despises Satan’s efforts to destroy humankind.  Works for the U.S. State Depart-
ment as a facilities design and construction project manager. 

Is married to Fatou Danso from The Gambia.  They have two boys:  Paul Modou (4yrs Old) and Zachariah Alexander 
(2yrs Old). 
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P R O J E C T  M A N A G E R / T R O O P  L A B O R  

F I N A N C E / P R O J E C T  M A N A G E R  

LCDR Julie Kern operates as the Financial Manager for the FED-KU South team.  She has been 
with the Navy Seabees for 10 years and previous enlistments as an Army medic for 13 years.  
Her home town is Austin, TX where her son, Jacob resides. Thoughts on this deployment, “I’m 
awed at the vastness of the desert, and how everything is sandy-beige, even the sky.  The ad-
aptation of this high temperature climate of the people and the animals is incredible.  A gentle 
breeze in this heat is comparable to a hot hair dryer blowing across your face…..amazing.” 

“… this heat is comparable to a hot hair 

dryer blowing across your face…” 

Convoy Training.  Preparation for convoy training at Camp McCrady. 
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C A D D / P R O J E C T  M A N A G E R  

EA1 James R. Patterson has been in the Navy 
uniform for 23 years.  His wife, Barbara and his 
three sons, Kevin, Sean, and Steven reside in 
New York.  He enjoys backpacking and 
orienteering. 

Enjoys orienteering and still 

found his way to Kuwait. 

LT Steve Petracek was chosen for the Facilities Engineering Team because 
of his charm, wit, personality, and the fact that no one was left to go.  When 
not participating in naval activities, he works at a consulting firm as a struc-
tural engineer for Thornton Tomasetti in Kansas City.  None of this would 
be possible without the support of his wife Kim and children Allie and 
Zach.  This is also his first deployment but with only 5 years in the 
Navy.  Steve’s thoughts on the weather: “If you don’t mind sweating just 
standing still and feeling like you are being cooked, the temperature is no 
big deal.”   

“...because of his charm, wit, and personality, 

and the fact that no one was left to go.” 

P R O J E C T  M A N A G E R  

EA2 Benjamin Fine from North Carolina and he grew up in a rural town on the 
banks of the Yakin River.  He was born in 1976 and graduated high school in 
1995.  He attended N.C. State University for two years and then joined the mili-
tary service and served four years on active duty.  After his four year commit-
ment was over he left the active duty and joined the Reserves and started at-
tending North Carolina A&T University.  He is currently seeking a degree in Con-
struction Management and his license in Land Surveying.  

He loves it here so much he is even thinking 

about extending. 

C A D D / S P E C I A L  P R O J E C T S  



CUCM Foster waiting for a ride at Camp 

McCrady. 

Write us 

 

North FET Team at: 

Camp Buehring, Kuwait 

APO AE 09330 

 

South FET Team at: 

FED - KU 06/08-II 

APO AE 09366 

FED KU functions as the pre-

mier engineer organization 

for all US camps in Ku-

wait.  We provide engineering 

solutions, prepare project 

documents, and conduct 

base development and con-

struction management 

throughout Kuwait.  Our work 

is then turned over to various 

construction organizations, 

such as the Seabees and the 

Army Corps of Engineers, for 

completion. 

F E D  K U  

 

We were chosen for this mission for 
a reason, for that we are truly thank-
ful. Please keep us in your thoughts 
and prayers. 

 

May God continue to bless America, 

Master Chief 

 

 

“Is it not my family God has chosen? 
Yes, he has made an everlasting 
covenant with me. His agreement is 
arranged and guaranteed in every 
detail. He will ensure my safety and 
success.” II Sam 23:5 

To the family and friends of the Facili-
ties Engineering Detachment-Kuwait, I 
greet you with a heart-felt hello.  We 
are thankful for the mission that the 
Navy assigned to our team. Thank you 
for lending your love ones to us for this 
appointed time and place.  Most of us 
started this journey on August 4 and 
November is just around the corner.  
Our mission keeps us focused and the 
team has become our extended family.  
We have all experienced similar trials 
and tribulations during this deploy-
ment.   We all miss our love ones and 
the freedoms we enjoy in America. We 
are thankful for you letters, care pack-
ages and encouraging words during 
the morale calls.  Please keep them 
coming… 

M A S T E R C H I E F ’ S  M E S S A G E  


